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R. Simeon b. Laqish asked before R. Yohanan, “If one carried out the 
libation-offering before the sacrifice [of the daily whole offering], 
what is the rule? 


“If one poured out the water libation by night, what is the rule? 


“If one did not pour out the water libation on one day, what is the law 
as to doing so on the next day?” 


He said to him, “Let us derive the answer from the following: 


“R. Ila said in the name of R. Yosé, ‘And its libations’ (Num. 29:31) 
— [the plural indicates] one for the water libations and the other for 
the wine libations.’ 


“That indicates, if one carried out the libation-offering before the 
sacrifice [of the daily whole-offering], it is valid. 


“If one poured out the water libation by night, it is valid. 


“If one did not pour out the water libation on one day, he should not 
pour out a water libation [for that same purpose] on the next day, 


“on the principle that if the day has passed, the offering pertaining to 
that day has passed also.” 


With reference to M. 4:1C, the water libation is for seven days, and 
Judah says, “It is for eight days”; and M. 4:6L, “There was a water 
libation of a log,” while sages say, “Three logs,” so M. 4:6B, we may 
then observe, in T.’s formulation:] You turn out to rule, He who 
wants more water diminishes the number of days, and he who 
wants more days diminishes the volume of the water [T. Suk. 
3:16K]. 


There is he who proposes to state: “[The one who poured the water on 
his feet, M. 4:6N] is the same priest who misbehaved in connection 
with the burning of the red cow [at T. Par. 3:8, a Sadducee who 
rejected the conception of the law], and is also the same one who 
misbehaved in connection with the rite of the Day of Atonement [at Y. 
Yoma 1:5, burning the incense outside and bringing it inside the Holy 
of Holies]. [All three incidents were the work of one Sadducean 
priest. |” 


R. Simon did not hold that view, but he maintained either that the one 
responsible for the misconduct with the red cow and the one 
responsible for the misconduct at the rite of the Festival is one priest, 
while the one of the Day of Atonement is another, 


